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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 1, Issue 1 
Santee Cooper Lecture Series Hosts Two Fall Events 
“Green” Mayor Will Wynn 
Addressed the Topic of 
“Sustainable Cities”  
Author David Gessner Spoke 
About the Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Disaster in the Gulf 
Kicking off its second year of the 
Santee Cooper Lecture Series on 
Energy and Sustainability Issues, the 
Environmental Studies Program 
hosted two guest speakers this fall.  
     Based on his blog, “Into the 
Gulf”, David Gessner’s talk “The 
Tarball Chronicles”, shared his 
insights into the Deepwater Horizon 
oil disaster.  Gessner is an award-
winning author.  He has taught 
environmental writing at Harvard 
and currently is an associate 
professor at the University of North 
Carolina at Wilmington, where he 
edits the national literary journal 
Ecotone. 
     In his talk “Sustainable Cities: An 
Economic Discussion”, Will Wynn 
addressed some of the economic-
development and scientific issues 
related to sustainability in cities.  As 
mayor of Austin, he also served as 
chairman of the board of Austin 
Energy, now considered by industry 
experts to be one of the most 
progressive, environmentally friendly 
electric utilities in the country.   
President Obama has called Wynn “a 
national leader on energy policy.           
and Santee Cooper, the state-owned 
utility, began the Santee Cooper 
Lecture Series in 2009 to provide the 
college and the Spartanburg 
community with “a powerful forum 
for meetings and discussions with 
some of the leading thinkers in the 
world on the issues of energy and 
sustainability,” according to Prof. 
John Lane, coordinator of the Series 








Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
November 4 
November 10 
On-campus Hiring Event                                                                                                 
For more information, contact Jennifer Dillenger in Career Services), at extension 
4264 or email her at dillengerja@wofford.edu. 
November 3  
 
Environmental Education of SC Meet & Greet for Spartanburg County.                  
3:30 to 5:30 PM at the Barrett Room in the Spartanburg County Headquarters Library 
RSVP to Jes Sdao, Spartanburg Soil & Water Conservation District, 864-814-2471, x3 
or email spartanburgswdc@yahoo.com. 
Green documentary film: Food Beware - The French Organic Revolution                        
7:00 PM, Olin Theater                                                                                                        
For more information, contact Catherine Schmitz SchmitzCL@Wofford.Edu. 
November 12 Scholarship application deadline: SC Wildlife Fed. Environmental Scholarships 
For more information, contact Dr. Savage, SavageKS@wofford.edu. 
November 11 Charlotte Perrow’s Capstone Project: Fall Food Festival  
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM, Camputs Life Commons 
Come for a sample of local restuarants, and info from farmers, vendors, Hub City 
Mobile Market, Hub City Co-op and the SC Department of Agriculture will be there.  
For more information, contact Charlotte Perrow at PerrowCK@email.wofford.edu. 
WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
Check out these websites for additional events and opportunities! 
SPACE: SPARTANBURG AREA CONSERVANCY 
http://www.spartanburgconservation.org/index.htm 
Spartanburg’s local land trust has outdoor spaces for you to enjoy hiking, biking, and relaxing.  Support 
them by attending one of their annual fundraisers or by volunteering. 
GLENDALE OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP SCHOOL 
http://www.setgols.org/index.html 
Located in the Glendale community near the Goodall Environmental Studies Center, GOLS provides 
active living opportunities through outdoor recreation and education.  Check out Thursday Climb Nights 
UPSTATE FOREVER 
http://www.upstateforever.org/ 
“Promoting sensible growth and protecting special places”.  This local organization is offering a series of 
free programs on air and water quality.   
